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THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON 
DEPARTMENT OF UNIVERSITY RELATIONS 
DAYTON, OHIO 45409 AREA CODE 513 229.2646 
JOE McLAUGHLIN 
DIRECTOR, INFORMATION SERVICES 
DAYTON, Ohio, February 27, 1973 "Medical Science Recreates the Cru-
cifixion", a slide lecture combining the latest scientific and medical infor-
mation concerning the scourging, crowning with thorns, crucifixion, death 
and burial of Christ, will be presented on Ash Wednesday, March 7, at the 
University of Dayton Kennedy Boll Theater at 3:00 and 8:00 P.M. 
Mr . Thomas Senn, a member of Holy Trinity parish in Middletown and 
representative of a pharmaceutical company and his wife, Bernadette, will 
present the lecture based upon study of the Shroud of Turin . Mr. Senn, a 
former Franciscan seminarian, has obtained elargements of the official 1931 
photographs of the Shroud, and has studied for the past ten years the burial 
customs of the time of Christ and past research reports on the shroud . 
According to Mr . Senn, research has indicated that the linen shroud 
dates from the time of Christ . A panel of the French Academy of Science 
declared in 1902 that the image on the 14-foot long shroud was the imprint 
of a human corpse and not a painting. From the evidence on the shroud Mr . 
Senn has arrived at a medical report of the crucifixion and methods of 
torture used on Christ. The shroud has not been officially endorsed by the 
Church, although Pope Pius and other church authorities have been personally 
convinced of its authenticity. It is preserved in the Cathedral of Turin, 
Italy . 
A 1960 graduate of chemistry from Marian college, Indianapolis, Mr . 
Senn has lectured on the scientific aspect of the crucifixion and the 
shroud to groups and high school students. Concerning young people, Mr. 
Senn explains, "Many of them have 'turned off' religion, but they are open 
to anything that is scientific." 
Mr . Senn and his wife are members of the Holy Shroud Guild . The Rev . 
Adam Otterbein, C.S.S . R., President of the Guild, says, "Their presentation 
of the story of the crucifixion according to the Gospels and the Shroud of 
Turin is dignified, accurate and interesting." 
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